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REBUILDING THE PRESIDIO OF SANTA FE, 1789-1791

MAX L. MOORHEAD

THE

particulars of the final reconstruction of the edifice
which housed the presidia! company of Santa Fe are of more
than antiquarian interest. When the presidio was rebuilt, where it
was situated, and what architectural design it attained are all of
some historical concern. Of even more importance are the problems
which were encountered. Since many of these were typical of those
attending public works projects in colonial New Mexico, the subject involves significant political, economic, and social history at the
provincial, regional, and even viceregal levels. For instance, it was
necessary to obtain superior authorization and royal funds for the
project, to recruit an adequate labor force, to accommodate and
exploit the local custom with regard to paying wages, to keep expenditures within the approved budget, to suffer the losses and
delays occasioned by inclement weather, to reconcile official demands for stringent economies with rigid building specifications,
and consequently, to tolerate structural weakness in the completed
edifice. 1
By way of background, it should be pointed out that a presidio of
sorts-that is, a formal military quadrangle-was in existence at
Santa Fe from the founding of the city in about I 6 10 until the
Pueblo Revolt of I 68o, when the military force consisted only of
the colonists themselves. This early compound included such
casas reales as the Palace of the Governors, some barracks, a guardhouse, a military chapel, and, by I 68o, a surrounding wall. At that
time the palace ,,vas Banked by two towers, at its southeast and
southwest corners. One of these may already have housed the
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chapel; the other contained the jail and storehouse for gunpowder.
During the Pueblo Revolt several of these buildings were demolished by the Indians, who built their own fortifications on the town·
plaza, but these latter additions were destroyed in turn shortly after
the Spanish reoccupation. The formal presidia! company of Santa
Fe was created in I 693, and in I 7 I 5 the barracks were expanded to
accommodate its one hundred troops within the quadrangle. 2
During. the next forty-five years the perimeter wall and other
structures seem to have largely deteriorated, for in I 76o a visiting
bishop noted that "there is no fortress there, nor any formal
presidio building." 3 In I 767 a plan of the city, drawn by an assistant to an inspecting military engineer, revealed only a partly
enclosed quadrangle-behind and extending to the west of the
governor's palace-with a new 111ilitary _ch_ap~l ~n the opposite
(soutl1) side of tne town square. 4 Another description, written in or
shortly before I 78o, indicated that there were barracks as well as
the governor's palace on the north side.of the plaza. 5 However, if
any housing for the troops still existed by that time, it was woefully
inadequate.
As early as May 26, I 78o, Governor Juan Bautista de Anza had
seen fit to request authorization for an entirely new presidio, and to
finance the commencement of construction he had obtained
pledges amounting to 2, I 75 pesos from the officers and men of the
presidia! company. The Governor had arranged to deduct the
pledged contributions from the company's retirement fund (fondo
de retenci6n), and in order to get the maximum amount of labor
for the money available, he planned to pay the workmen according
to New Mexican custom, in commodities purchased at wholesale
rates and marked up moderately for distribution, rather than in
cash. This procedure was approved by the Commandant General
in July of the same year, but with the requirements that the company's pledges be formalized in writing and that the payment of
wages in merchandise be made without injustice to the workmen. 6
Governor Anza' s proposal for a new presidio was part and parcel of
his more comprehensive project, the consolidation of the scattered
houses of Santa Fe's citizenry into an orderly and more defensible

Reproduced from a photostat of the original in the British Museum. Courtesy of Eleanor B. Adams.
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pattern. However, this attempt at urban renewal met with such
opposition from the townsmen themselves that the entire plan was
tabled. 7
That part of the project which involved the erecting of a formal
presidio building was revived in November of I787 by Governor
Fernando de la Concha, who considered the need for new barracks particularly urgent. At that time Santa Fe's presidia!· company numbered one hundred and twenty officers and men, but these
were living in their own homes throughout the sprawling town. At
least one soldier resided a full league (two and a half miles) from
the Palace of the Governors, which served as company headquarters. Under this circumstance, Governor de la Concha deemed
it impossible to assemble. the troops in less than two hours and
without the utmost confusion, even in an emergency. Even when
the-scattered soldiers finally received-his-summons, tlley were often
disinclined to respond, for this, meant leaving both horne and
family. The Governor was especially concerned about this inconvenience because the existing peace treaties with formerly hostile
tribes were of only recent date and therefore fragile. With these
considerations in mind he now proposed the immediate construction of a formal military compound, centrally situated and housing
both the troops and their families. 8
Commandant General Jacobo Ugarte y Loyola, the Governor's
superior, was sufficiently impressed by this argumentation to send
the proposal with his own endorsement to Mexico City, and there
the Viceroy shortly approved it in principl~. 9 Although it was some
time before the project was.fully funded, preparations for the commencement of construction got under way in the summer of I 788.
Commandant General Ugarte had authorized de la Concha to
take advantage of the summer season by starting at once to cut
timbers and gather other materials, and by November of I 788 the
. Governor, had collected and stacked a large quantity of · these
necessities. He, like his predecessor, had decided to pay the workmen in commodities instead of cash, and to this end he had commissioned Second Lieutenant Vicente Troncoso, the company's paymaster, to purchase foodstuffs within the province. Now, for the
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same purpose, he was asking Ugarte to have the private·contractor
for the company's provisions turn over to Lieutenant Troncoso any
surplus of goods which he might have at hand after his annual
deliveries. Finally, he asked the Commandant General to send a
master bricklayer, for there was none in New Mexico who could
serve in that capacity without constant supervision. 10
Actual construction was scheduled to begin in the spring of .
1789, and although the Governor expected a number of workmen
to apply voluntarily, in order to be assured of an adequate force, he
resorted to the labor draft that was customary for public works. His
cjrcular order summoning workers reveals a good deal about official
labor policy in late colonial New Mexico. The district magistrates
(alcaldes mayores) and their deputies were required to draw up
lists of all the male settlers ( vecinos) and captive Indians (genizaros) between the ages of fourteen and fifty who were not already employed that spring in the sowing of croplands and to send
them to Santa Fe within eight days. The contingent from each district was to present itself, together with the list of names and a
covering letter signed by the magistrate, to Lieutenant Manuel
Delgado, the presidia! commandant, so that he might compile a
general list of the available man power. Each list was to indicate
the number of men from the locality, the day on which they were
to report, and the wages which they were to be paid. Each worker
would be paid according to his own "industry and labor." 11
The intent of the draft, according to the Governor, was to provide an adequate number of workmen without burd~ning the
farmers, to relieve the latter from having to support a large number
of idle retainers, and to provide the unemployed with the means to
support themselves and their families. It was recognized that some
farmers would be inclined to protect their hangers-on from the
labor draft by certifying that they were gainfully employed when
actually they were hot. For such misrepresentation the offender
himself would be shackled. and forced to work in the place of the
person he had exempted. On the other hand, unemployed men
who volunteered their services would be so designated on the
official lists and were to be given preferential employment. 12
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The. Comm~ndant General agreed with. the Governor that the
workmen should be paid in essentialcomrriodities instead of cash.
This was the custom in New Mexico owing to the chronic shortage of merchandise there and the exorbitant prices at which it was
offered. Accordingly, de la Goncha ordered consignments of goods
from Mexico City which were to be pmchased at wholesale rates.
When delivered, these would be distributed to the workman at a
slightly marked up value but ;till well below the retail prices which
were current in the province. 13 One order was for 2,285 pesos
worth of merchandise, mostly ready-made clothing and cl~th. by
the bolt and piece. 14
.
.. .
.
As it workedout in practice, the laborers were hired for cmlypart
of each year, usually the six months from May through October
when optimum working conditions existed. Fmthermore, although
the commodities with which they were paid had been purchased in
silver pesos (each worth eight reales); they were distributed at a
rate computed in "pesos de· la. tierra," the traditional but pmely
hypothetical "coin" of New Mexico, (each worth only three and
five-twelfths reales). It is not clear whether or not this computation
actually diminished the real wage, but it most certainly complicated
.the bookkeeping. In silver coin, the legal tender of the entire realm,
the merchandise received by the average worker each month
amounted to slightly over three pesos; and his food rations, to about
fomteen reales worth of corn (approximately one fanega or about
I .6 bllshels) and almost seven reales (two "pesos de la tierra")
worth .of garden produce. Thus, the total inonthly compensation
for an average worker amounted to something less than six silver
pesos~ From the amount of rations issued it appears that the number of workers employed each rrionth of the working season varied
all the way from nineteen to ninety-two. 15
Apparently the workers were assembled at Santa Fe early in
April of I 789, as required by the Governor's summons, and during
the same morith about one hundred and twenty pesos were spent for
construction equipment-oxen, handbarrows, scoops, adobe molds,
mixing paddles, and axes. However, the first salaries were not paid
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until the following month, when· seventy-three workmen were
compensated. More . tools and construction material, including
straw for the adobe bricks, were purchased in May/ 6 but on the
eighth of that month a heavy late snow caused a serious interruption in the work. In July, however, de la Concha was able to report
considerable progress. One of the four exterior walls, or curtains,
of the presidio had been completed by that month, and so also had
been thirty-three housing units for the troops and their families
which lined its interior. In· addition, about thirty_ thousand adobe
bricks had been manufactured and stacked to dry. The Governor
expected that a second side of the compound,.and perhaps part of
a third, would be finished by the end of that summer and that the
entire edifice would be _completed by the end of September of the
following year. 17 This latter expectation was overly optimistic.
During the summer and autumn of I 790 heavy rains not only
curtailed construction work but also dissolved about eighty thousand adobes which had been stacked for curing. This dashed all
hopes of completing the presidio during the year. By the close of
that work season, however, ninety of the projected one hundred
and fourteen barracks units had been finished, and the remaining
construction was expected to be complete by the middle of the
following summer.18 At the beginning of the next season it was
estimated that the compound would be finished by the middle of
August of that year, but it was not actually completed until the
middle of October. 19 In all, the project had consumed sixteen and
a fraction months spread over three working seasons, from May of
I 789 to October of I 79 I.
It was not until the presidio was largely completed that the
project was fully funded, and both the Governor and the Commandant General had to scrounge to meet the growing expenses.
When first endorsing the project in January of I788, Ugarte had
promised to issue 2,ooo pesos immediately and thought another
I ,ooo pesos might be enough to cover the remainder of the cost.
However, de la Concha found that these amounts would not even
cover the manufacture of the adobe bricks. The extreme poverty of
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the province ruled out the possibility of a local assessment on the
citizenry, and so early in the same year he had appealed directly to
the Viceroy for additional funds. 20 By June of 1788 Ugarte had
committed himself to almost another I ,ooo pesos, making approximately 4,ooo pesos in all from that quarter, but the personal
contributions which the officers and men of the Santa Fe company had made during the previous administration, noW amounting to 2,500 pesos, were no longer available. That fund, de la
Concha confessed, was already overburdened by mortgages
amounting to 9,ooo pesos. Therefore, for the time being, there
were only 4,ooo pesos in sight, whereas the Governor's preliminary estimate of the entire cost had been 8,ooo pesos? 1
According to de la Concha, this estimate was based on the most
expert opinion available in the province, including that of Lieutenant Delgado, who, before becoming commandant of the Santa Fe
company, had directed the construction of the Nueva Vizcaya
presidios of San Buenaventura and Carrizal and made an accounting of those expenses. Each of those presidios had been built to
house only seventy~four troops at the time and had cost between
14,ooo and 15,ooo pesos (although not all of this was borne by
the royal treasury). Since the barracks at Santa Fe would have to
accommodate I 20 men, Delgado did not consider the Governor's
estimate of 8,ooo pesos at all excessive. 22
As a matter of fact, the Governor ·had found several ways to cut
expenses. A standard plan for new presidios was on file at Santa
Fe, together with the specific proposals of Governor Anza, and
Ugarte had urged de la Concha to employ them. However, the
Governor found that these called for an entirely new structure, at
a site which was then occupied by several private residences.
Since the purchases of these for demolition would cost at least
2,ooo pesos, de la Concha decided to ignore the existing plans
and to build on the old site, where there were only three houses
to be condemned and where the Palace of the Governors could
be incorporated in the new compound. The existing military
chapel, lying just across the town square from the palace, could
likewise be salvaged. 23 The Commandant General approved these
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economies and also the Governor's preliminary estimate, subject to
the Viceroy's approval, but he admonished de Ia Concha to cut
other costs as closely as possible. 24
The Governor had already been watching the budget. In requesting the service of a competent master bricklayer, he had asked
Ugarte to send him one who had been condemned to forced labor,
for a convict served without salary. Then, in order to save the cost
of freightage on the goods being purchased for the workmen's
salaries, he had assigned twelve government pack mules to trans·
port them from Chihuahua to Santa Fe. 25 Now, in the face o£
Ugarte's recent ·admonitions, de Ia Concha and Lieutenant Delgado were supervising the construction work very closely so as to
avoid the costly mistakes that would normally be expected of unskilled labor. Unfortunately, he had been unable to effect one
saving which Ugarte had suggested: compensating the owners of
the three houses on the building site with grants of vacant royal
lands. All of the latter had already been assigned by his predecessors. Therefore, he was having to pay the homeowners in cash. 26
As de-la Concha had anticipated, the 3,995 pesos which Ugarte
had finally issued in January of I 789 were spent long before the
edifice was completed. In July of that year he had asked Ugarte
for another 3,ooo pesos to cover the anticipated expenses for I 790,
and this was approved by both Ugarte and the Viceroy. 27 However,
in July of the following year he required an additional I ,ooo pesos
to complete the project. Instead of awaiting this appropriation and
thus allowing the work to drag on still longer, he immediately
borrowed that amount from the presidia! company's retirement
fund and then filed a request for reimbursement. Nine months
later he had still not received the appropriation, but it finally
arrived, allowing him to restore the company's fund, early in
28
I 793. Meanwhile, in order to complete the presidio, the Governor and the four commissioned officers of the company had to raise
another 904 pesos by personal contribution. 29
The final accounting, sworn to on October 3 I, I 79 I, by the
Governor and the four officers, shows that the total expenses for
the construction had amounted to 9,214 pesos, 5 reales, and 8
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granos (the twelfth part of a real), which was more than I,2oo
pesos over de la Concha's preliminary estimate. By far the greatest
cost was for labor, the salaries and rations amounting to 7,699
pesos, or almost 84 per cent of the total. The next largest items
were tools and equipment (just under 4I I pesos); lumber, mud,
straw, iron, and other building materials (about 409 pesos); and
compensation to. the owners of houses and land on the building
site (37I pesos). 30
One of the most perplexing historical problems in respect to the
new presidio is ascertaining its physical appearance when completed. Although we have access to the standard building instruc~
tions for new presidios issued by one military engineer and a plan
of the newly completed edifice at Santa Fe drawn by another,
neither of these is entirely reliable, as we shall see. There are also
a few. general descriptions by travellers during the next few decades, but these do not agree with each other nor with the specifications or the official representation of the completed project. To
compound the problem, nothing now remains of the presidio
except the pre-existent Palace of the Governors, and even this
venerable structure has undergone repeated face liftings.
A copy of what seems to have been the standard plan .for a
frontier presidio was sent to Santa Fe in I 78 I along with written
building instructions prepared by the military engineer at Arizpe.
Although the plan itself has disappeared, it is apparent that neither
it. nor the accompanying instructions31 are of much more than
academic interest, for they were only casually followed. Yet, since
these were standard instructions and since Lieutenant Delgado,
who superintended the construction at Santa Fe, had previously
overseen the erection of the presidios of San Buenaventura and
Carrizal under the same specifications, it might be supposed that
he was more than slightly influenced by the official requirements.
He was certainly well aware of one new architectural feature.
After I 772 the exterior walls of new presidios were flanked at one
or more of the four angles by diamond-shaped bastions, whereas
those of the earlier compounds were commanded by round
towers. 32
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According to the new specifications; both the foundations and
the walls were to be of stone masonry or an aggregate-and never
of mere adobe, which deteriorated rapidly from heavy rains. The
ext~rior wall (muralla) was to have· a thickness of thirty-three
inches (one vara); the walls (paredes) supporting the flat roofs
were to be twenty-two inches (two thirds of a vara) thick; and
those serving merely as partitions, as little as eleven inches (one
third of a vara). The barracks, built onto the inner side of the
exterior wall, were to be fourteen feet (five varas) high, in general,
and a parapet of another four and a half feet was to be erected at
roof-top level around the entire compound. Each housing unit in
the barracks was to have an attached stable for the soldiers'
horses. 33
Governor de la Concha's reports indicate some serious departures
from the standard specifications. By inference (borne out later by
other evidence), the outer walls were built of adobe brick rather
than stone or aggregate, 34 the governor's palace was employed as
part of the enclosure, and the chapel remained beyond the walls. 35
On the other-hand, the reports do. indicate that the compound was a
quadrangle and that the barracks lined the four exterior walls, or
curtains. 36 Of particular. interest is the revelation that the barracks,
and therefore the entire compound, would be m)lch larger than in
a standard frontier presidio .. The 1 2o-man company of Santa Fe
would, in itself, require an unusually extensive barracks, but as
the Governor explained, owing to its rather patrician personnel,
it was necessary to expand the size of even the individual living
quarters.· Almost all of the members of the company belonged to
the town's more prominent families, many of them descendants of
New Mexico's original conquistadores. Being more accustomed
than ordinary frontier soldiers to comfortable homes, they would be
unlikely to reenlist when their terms expired if the new barracks
provided nothing beyond the usual spartan accommodations. And,
the Governor further explained, their only available replacements
would be genfzaros and "people of low quality and worse customs."37 It is noteworthy that both the Commandant General and
the Viceroy, who had been urging economies at every turn, ac-
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cepted this additional expense. 38 Finally, we are informed from
the Governor's reports that the ·barracks were to house a total of
I I4 soldiers (and their families) and that each of these apartments was to be secured by a latch or lock (chapa). 39
The general design of the presidio is most fully revealed in a
drawing executed by the military engineer at Chihuahua in December of I 79 I, two months after the edifice. was completed. U nfortunately, however, this plan was based on secondhand data,
having been drawn "in accordance with information which could
be acquired from its inhabitants." 40 It shows an immense quadrangle, measuring approximately I,ooo feet (36o varas) from east
to west and 1,222 feet (440 varas) from north to south, exclusive
of the projecting angular bastion at the southeast comer. Rows of
barracks and attached stables formed three and a half sides on the
quadrangle wi_th entrances to both the interior plaza and the
outside. There. were thirty-three such units on the west, twenty-five
on the north, thirty on the east, and fifteen on the western half of
the south flank. On the eastern half of the south side, separated
from the barracks on that flank by the main entrance, and facing
the town square, were the guardhouse and, to its rear, the jail; the
governor's residence; a large storeroom; and the projecting bastion.
This complex, measuring (if drawn to scale) about 36o feet (I 30
varas), seems to have coincided approximately with the present
Palace of the Governors. At the southwest, northwest, and northeast angles of the entire compound were large square quarters
(about twice the size of those for the common soldiers and their
horses) designated for the three sergeants. Together with the soldiers' barracks, this would have provided housing for only I o6 noncommissioned officers and men, which does not correspond to the
I 14 quarters indicated in the Governor's report of November I 5,
I 790, nor to the needs of the entire I 2o-rnan company. However,
given the circumstances of the engineer's drawing, the discrepancy
is understandable. Within the great quadrangle, there are depicted
two lavatories with water conducted by a ditch running from east
to west, and immediately to the rear of the complex which ernbraced the governor's quarters was his personal garden or orchard
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Legend: A, Entrance to the Presidio; B, Guard room; C, Jail; D, Governor's
residence; E, Garden; F, Supplymaster's office; G, Bastion; H, Entrance to the
residences.; I, House for quartering troops; J, Sergeant's quarters; K, Troop
quarters with their respective corrals; L, Water channels; M, Lavatories; Juan de
PagazaurtundUa
[Prepared for photographic reproduction by Jack Mills, Museum of New Mexico,
from a copy in the Archivo General de la Naci6n, Mexico, Provincias Internas,
161.]
From Marc Simmons, Spanish Government in New Mexico (Albuquerque, 1968),
p. xviii. Courtesy of The University of New Mexico Press.

136

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW XLIX:2 1974

(huerta). The drawing does not indicate a solid wall around the
compound.
Further information on the edifice comes from the report of a
governor written some nineteen years after the building was completed. 41 ,This reveals that there were indeed perimeter walls
(tapl.as or a muralla), for these were reported to have deteriorated
and to have been rebuilt in I 8o9. It further reveals the debility of
the adobe construction. According to this report, the exterior wall
was only one adobe thick, that is, about eleven inches, whereas the
general specifications issued in I 781 called for a thickness of
thirty-three inches. As that governor put it, it was a muralla in
name only. Owing to its age and especially its flimsy construction,
it tended to crumble whenever it was cleaned or repaired. Nor did
the wall facing the interior plaza fare much better. As a result of
excessive rains in September and October of I 8 I o, it was sagging
out of plumb at eight different places, and about one hundred and
fifty feet of it needed to be rebuilt. The Governor had ordered the
corporal of the guard to inspect all of the walls, doorways, windows, gutters, and other elements of the barracks, but only makeshift repairs could be made at the time. The Governor had no intention of undertaking major reconstruction until the following
spring, for the cold winter rains made working conditions almost
intolerable and the proper curing of the. adobes absolutely impossible.
.
Finally, our concept of the presidio's physical appearance is
sharpened somewhat (but also blurred) by. the descriptions offered
by early Anglo-Americans in New Mexico. In I 8o7 Zebulon Pike
represented the structure as a "square of soldiers' houses" on the
north side of the town plaza, consisting of I 20 or I 40 housing
units on each side! He also noted that the compound was enclosed "and in some degree defended by round towers in the
angles which flank the four curtains." 42 Such towers, although
characteristic of the. earlier presidios, did not ordinarily appear in
those erected after I 772. They are not indicated in the I 79 I
drawing, but it is conceivable that they existed then as superstructures of the three sergeants' quarters and of the bastion in the
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fourth angle. In I 82 I General Thomas James saw the structure as
a fort occupying an entire side of the town plaza with an outer
wall about eight feet high which enclosed about ten acres. (This
would indicate a smaller compound than that in the I 79 I drawing.) The entire structure was now in decay, and few soldiers
vvere stationed in it. 43 Finally, a plan of the city which was drawn
in or about I847 shows im extensive quasi-quadrangle enclosed
by a wall but with thirteen separate barracks buildings rather than
the continuous row shown in the I 79 I drawing. There is no
indication of the bastion at the southeast angle and sergeants'
quarters at the other three (as indicated in the I 79 I drawing) or
of the round towers (as observed by Pike in I 8o7). In fact, at the
southwest and northwest angles there are no structures other than
the wall itself. The complex extending from the main entrance to
the southeast angle, facing the entire length of the town square,
is called the Palace. 44
Some of the inconsistencies apparent in the foregoing descriptions may have been due to faulty observation or depiction. Most
of them, however, must have been the result of actual changes effected during the repairs and reconstruction that were obviously required from time to time. At any rate, it is clear from the records that
Santa Fe did have a formal presidio during the last three decades
of the Spanish period and the two and a half of the. Mexican
period, that is, from I 79 I until at least 1846; that this was an unusually large compound, housing all but a few of the I 20 officers
and men of the presidia! company, their families, and their horses;
and that it embraced what is now the Palace of the Governors.
The dimensions indicated in the I79I drawing (about 360 varas
from east to west and about 440 varas from south to north) would
have the quadrangleextend approximately from present Washington Avenue westward for three blocks, to Grant Avenue, and from
Palace Avenue as far north as South Federal Place. 45 However,
the I 847 drawing shortens the width to two blocks, placing the
western Rank more nearly at present Sheridan Avenue.
It is also clear that the presidio was not a particularly formidable
structure, for the adobe walls were caving in after only eighteen

PLAN OF SANTA FJ1: AND ITS ENVIRONS.
NOTIII.-The Numbers, near the Encampments, show the regular order of the cha.nges.
No. lis the only lnst&llce In which the regiment was altogether; being afterwards broken
up Into detachments, &lld sen~ off into dltrerent parts of New Mexico. No. 2 shows the regiment decreased, &c. Distance, from salient angle of Fort Marcy, to the Fla,g-statr,ln the cen•
ter of the Plaza, six hundred and sixty-four ya.rds.
,.. The Flag-staff Is one hundred feet high; It was made and erected by the volunteers. Fort
Marcy mounts fourteen guns.- RvoBBS.
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years. Fortunately, however, the presidio of Santa Fe never had to
serve as a fortress, but only as centralized housing for the troops.
After the forces of the United States effected their bloodless conquest of the city, they built a new compound of their own, fort
Marcy, which was of more effective design and strategic location,
on the heights to the northeast. Thereafter, the edifice which had
been the presidio of Santa Fe succumbed rapidly to the elements
and, especially, to the ensuing de~ands of urban development.

NOTES
1. The basic data for this study appears in the Spanish Archives of
New Mexico at the State of New Mexico Records Center, Santa Fe, and
the Archivo General de la Naci6n, Mexico City. The former is herein
cited as SANM with the archive number; the latter, which here involves
only Expediente 4 of Torno 161 of the Ramo de Provincias Internas, is
cited as AGN, PI 161/4 with the appropriate folio numbers.
2. ·Ralph E. Twitchell, Old Santa Fe: The Story of New Mexico's
Ancient Capital (Santa Fe, 1925), pp. 55-61, 136-37, "The Palace of the .
Governors," Historical Society of New Mexico Publications, No. 29 (1924),
pp. 12-19.
3· Eleanor B. Adams, ed., Bishop Tamar6n's Visitation of New
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